
GOWANUS

GOWANUS HOUSES  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

ACTION

We acknowledge that we are currently inhabiting 
Lenapehoking, the Munsee term for “where the 
Lenape dwell,” which encompasses present-day 
areas of southern New England to the Mid-Atlantic.

OF THE 
C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R 
A T  G O W A N U S  H O U S E S

In the 1620s the Dutch began to colonize Brooklyn, 
in their perspective obtaining sole ownership of land 

through exchanging European goods with the Lenape.

Enslaved Africans were brought by the Dutch to  
Brooklyn in 1626 and were forced to labor on farms.

In the 1860s the Gowanus Creek was turned into the 
Gowanus Canal, and the area became a hub for  

manufacturing and shipping. 

After World War II, the decline of of manufacturing 
around New York City prompted large industry to leave 
and changed the vibrancy of industry in Gowanus.

In the late 1940s, the neighborhood  
became the site of several NYCHA  

housing projects, including  
GOWANUS HOUSES.

In 2005, the GOWANUS HOUSES  
COMMUNITY CENTER was closed,  
depriving residents of an important gath-
ering space for youth, teens, and adults.  
THE CENTER is still closed today. 

In 2014, Council Member Levin set aside nearly $500k 
from his Participatory Budgeting process to pay for capi-

tal upgrades to re-open THE CENTER.

In fall 2016, the NYC Department of City Planning be-
gan to engage Gowanus community members through 
Community Board 6 to develop a planning and land-use 
framework for Gowanus Neigborhood Rezoning. 

In February 2019: the Draft Zoning Proposal for the 
Gowanus Rezoning was released. The City has now 
committed $4 million to renovating and re-opening THE 
CENTER. 

In 2017, Mayor de Blasio publicly committed to 
re-open THE CENTER and offer programming 

for residents of all ages.

March-September 2020: NYC shut down all items in 
Unified Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP), includ-

ing the Gowanus Rezoning, due to the COVID-19 crisis.

In December 2020, City Planning announced its inten-
tion to certify the Gowanus Neighborhood Rezoning 
application for review on January 19, 2021. On January 
15, opponents of the rezoning brought a lawsuit seeking 
to stop the rezoning, and a judge issued a Temporary 
Restraining Order, putting the application on pause 
while she considered arguments. 

May 18, 2021: Van Alen Institute kicked off 
Neighborhood Design Fellowship, Gowanus. 

On September 7, 2021, the Fellows de-
cided to collectively co-create an alter-
native design plan for the GOWANUS 

HOUSES COMMUNITY CENTER. 

Throughout September 2021, the Fellows worked with Dark 
Matter University to produce this pamphlet and a window 

installation at Van Alen’s storefront (303 Bond Street).

On August 16, 2021, NYC DDC and Slade  
Architecture presented to Gowanus  
Houses tenants plans for a $4 million  
project for ADA and HVAC upgrades to 
THE CENTER. Tenants are asked to  
provide input only on interior paint colors. 

On September 20, 2021, Gowanus Young Adult/Teen 
Youth Planning Committee, Gowanus Residents  
Association, Theater of the Liberated, and Naturally 
Occurring Cultural Districts NY (NOCD-NY) held Peer 
Forum: Gowanus Community Center Planning Session, 
in the Meeting Room at THE CENTER.

NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGN FELLOWS 
FRANCESCA BASTIANINI, BAHIJ CHANCEY,  
CHASITY DORSETT, IMANI GAYLE GARRISON, 
TIANE GOINES, JACOB KARASIK, STEVE KOLLER,  
JOANNE MCFARLAND, FRANTASIA MONIQUE,  
ELISA SMILOVITZ, ANDREAS TYRE

VAN ALEN INSTITUTE
ANDREW BROWN, DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS
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THE CENTER

DARK MATTER UNIVERSITY
NUPUR CHAUDHURY, MUP, MPH, FACILITATOR
JEROME HAFERD, AIA, FACILITATOR
A.L. HU, NOMA, AIA, ECODISTRICTS AP, FACILITATOR

HOW WE GOT HERE: 
A N  I N C O M P L E T E
T I M E L I N E

WHERE WE ARE NOW ↑

FUTURE TIMELINE

G E T  I N V O L V E D

C O - C R E AT E D  B Y

WHY OUR___SPACE?

By the end of October 2021, the Fellows will 
produce an alternate design plan for the 
GOWANUS HOUSES COMMUNITY  
CENTER. As the Gowanus Neighborhood  
Rezoning moves forward and pressure from 
developers mounts, NYCHA campuses in 
Gowanus still have approximately $100 million 
in unfunded capital improvement needs.

The ongoing disinvestment of the GOWANUS 
HOUSES COMMUNITY CENTER is a matter of life 
and death. Because THE CENTER has been closed 
for nearly 20 years, multiple generations of residents 
have been deprived of an essential community re-
source. Countless hours of community-building, resi-
dent-led activities have been forced to find alternative 
space, or have been foregone altogether—a mam-
moth loss to the GOWANUS HOUSES community. 

Disinvestment in THE CENTER is not an isolated 
case; it is systemic across New York City. Other  
NYCHA community centers around the city are in sim-
ilar states of underuse. Action and funds are urgently 
needed NOW and in a sustained fashion over the 
coming years to ensure members of NYCHA  
communities have safe, clean, activated spaces in 
which residents of all ages and stripes can thrive and 
enjoy themselves.

Fill in the blank in OUR ______________ SPACE: 
What kind of space do you want to participate in at 
THE CENTER or in the Gowanus neighborhood? 

Email us: GOWANUSFELLOWS@VANALEN.ORG

NORTH ↑ 



MEETING 
ROOM LOUNGE

GAME
ROOM

PLAYGROUND

CANOPY

QUESTIONS

SPACE FOR TEENS

ACCOUNTABILITY

ART STUDIOS  
& ROOFTOP  
GARDEN

WEBSITESPACE TO 
EXIST

GOWANUS HOUSES
COMMUNITY CENTER FLOOR PLAN

NORTH ↓

COURTYARD

MAIN ENTRY

LOBBY OFFICE KITCHEN

CORRIDOR

H O W  D O  W E . . .
ACCOUNT FOR the harm caused from waiting 20 years?
FACILITATE intersectional Anti-Racism & Anti-Bias Training?
TRUST the residents? (There is a wealth of talent here.)
RESPECT self-determination? We are already doing the work.
TRAIN ready and able residents in technical capacity?
REQUIRE residents for jobs at the Community Center?
MAKE qualifications for jobs reachable?
PRIORITIZE resident-led nonprofits for Cornerstone funds?
COLLABORATE & PARTICIPATE? We are stronger together!

WE WANT TO START SOMETHING NOW, NOT WAIT.


