e

UNLOCKING AMERICA'S CENTER

The New Frontier of White Space

The ‘white space’ of America has been used as a blanket term that en-
capsulates 75 percent of America’s land area and 25 percent of the
population that does not reside within one of the 11 megaregions. The
term ‘white space’ hints at the common attitude toward this vast region
as lacking identity, deprived, and empty. Part of this attitude emerges
from the fact that several counties in this ‘white space’ are deemed as
underperforming with declining populations, employment and wages.
Yet simultaneously, this area is at the central core of the country and
filled with rich and productive potential. While America has tended to
grow from the coast towards the interior, these regions have never been
adequately connected by infrastructure to allow for developed and trans-
forming economies. This proposal promotes balanced economic develop-
ment in America, which extends the high-speed rail (HSR) into the edges
of this white space, and by doing so, reveals the richness and diversity

of such areas. A series of new HSR terminals interface with existing
infrastructures — highways, roads and airports to ‘unlock’ the identities,
productive surfaces and vast economic potential of these communities
which are newly linked to various megaregions and their associated
global markets. Further, as these communities develop their economies,
they will also have a ripple effect and stimulate new forms of economic
growth in surrounding areas - from new technologies and manufactur-
ing processes to developing knowledge and skill resources —further erod-
ing the ‘white space’ The terminus, which operates as an activator, for-
mally indexes and provides legibility to the productive aspects of the land
and creates a new identity for these communities. The constellation of
these end points provides a territorial legibility and a sense of place that
eradicates the notion of ‘white space:
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HAYS TERMINUS

Marked and carved by the various surrounding islands, The
Hays Terminus interfaces with interstate highways and an
exisiting airport to provide territorial legibility and connect
the transferium to other regional infrastructures.

19‘“ ANy m'

13 .
s
“ ¥

o
<
S
-
! =
| 2
3
=
& =
<
o
)
=
S
Q
1)
4

¢ 1! whil

WHITE SPACE IN AMERICA
75% land / 25% population / little
infrastructural connection / America’s
new Frontier

INFRASTRUCTURAL EROSION
Extensions into underperforming
regions unlack new potenials

TRANSFORMING PERFORMANCE

Underperforming areas are converted to
performative surfaces and act as catalysts
for surrounding areas
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HSR in the age of Reshoring
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